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The kitchen - all wrapped up for the winter. 

Destiny's Land Use folks have been busy 
during the past seven months working during 
most of the weekends as well as during the 
gatherings to get the kitchen building up. It's 
been a frantic, fun and amazing season of 
many helping hands coming together to craft 
the posts, beams, joists, braces, rafters, and 
roof of the kitchen out of wood we harvested 
directly from the land or from nearby mills. 
 

 
Michel, Jeff, Karl, Ophelia, Jim starting the straw walls. 

We installed strawbale walls using straw from 
a nearby farm in New Hampshire and began 
mudding those walls with clay from the 
Connecticut River valley, using as many items 
as possible from local sources.  
 

 
Jim P. and others begin the mudding 

We installed the roof decking, insulation 
panels (another local item), and metal roof in 
short order.  

 

 
Here the insulated roof panels are installed and sealed.  Next comes a 

black membrane and then metal sheeting. 

 
 
We ordered windows feeling that the building 
would benefit from energy rated windows 
rather than used or recycled. They went in 
quickly thanks to the skilled efforts of the 

folks who framed the doors and windows.  
 

 
The Building shell - not long into construction.  Early Summer. 

We made the decision to move ahead on 
laying out and building the root cellar under 
the dining hall. It added to our costs but we 
felt it was a wise move and another way for us 
to live lightly on the land in terms of energy 
use. 
 

 
Root Cellar 

Crews also worked on felling dangerous trees 
giving us firewood and peace of mind. A new 
trail was laid out from the new morning circle 
in the meadow to the Crone Circle and folks 
also worked the gardens providing salad 
greens and herbs all summer long.  



 
As things appeared very close to the end of our buildling season 2007. 

All in all people worked hard, enjoyed fine 
meals together, and made lovely music by the 
fire each evening. We also had lovely visitors 
coming throughout the work weekend season 
to see how we've all labored together.  

 
Wrapping up for the Winter 

The kitchen itself has come along nicely, now 
it's sheathed in plastic and plywood for the 
winter. We tried our best to keep costs down 
and we found that by using our own trees, 
buying as local as possible and relying on 
green building techniques like strawbaling we 
were able to get a lot of building.  
 
We're all very proud of how Matt was able to 
work with our varied skill levels to make a 
environmental, ecological building on a major 
shoestring budget. We had some unexpected 
costs but in the long run we're still getting a 
building that will have lasting value into the 
future.  

Next steps... 
 

Land Use will be working with the larger 
Circle over the winter and spring to come up 
with next steps in finishing the kitchen 
building, including finish the mudding of the 
interior and exterior of the building, start work 
on the interior finsh work, finish installing the 
upper windows as well as installing doors. 
Once the initial roughing in is accomplished 
we'll work on making the building functional 
with the installation of the plumbing for the 
bathroom and shower as well as the sinks, 
stove and counters.  
 
We'll be looking for design ideas for the dining 
hall addition as well as for the bath house and 
the four cabins planned in our Phase 1 Act 250 
permit. Stay tuned.  
 
Hopefully, once the kitchen / dining hall is 
finished we'll prioritize work on the bath 
house, cabins and the privy toilets.  

 
The folks who helped it happen... 
As you all know, Destiny wouldn't be the vibrant 
community that it is without sexy cool people 
around. Well some of those folks rolled up their 
sleeves and came to work weekends through the 
summer as well as during gatherings to help craft 
the timbers, stack strawbales, nail down roofing, 
mud walls, make concrete forms, and install 
windows. Another set of folks helped out with 
preparing meals, gardening, providing massage, 
and merely being around to share in the magic that 
the work weekends provided.  
 
Here's a list of folks – taken from registrations, 
work weekend photos, diary entries, and some of 
the work crews memory banks. If we failed to 
mention you, please accept our apologies, it's been 
a crazy time and well we're tired.  
 
Andy, Aunt Bee, Autumn, Bambi, Ben, Blaise, Blue, 
Brenda, Bryan & Imagine, Carl, Caruja, Chris & 

Dave, Chris Procter, Chuck & Glisten, Clark, Cypress, 
Daisy, Dandelion & Stinky, Data, Delishus, Dickie & 
Alex, Domingos, Dru, Dusky Rosehip, Elijah, Endora 
& Mr. Lanier, Equinox, Eric, EverEddie, Fanny & 
Keisha, Flood, Forest & Gingersnap, Francis, Freckle, 
Gabriel, Glitter, Greg, Heathcliff, Hucklefairy, Jade, 
James, Jan, Jason Schneider, Jason Whipple, Jeff, Jim 
& Jaybird, Jim Russell, Jimmy, JJ, Joe, Johnny O, 
Joyboy & One Feather, Kestrel, Kevin, Lonewolf, 
Mac, Man, Matt Bucy, Matt Levine, Michael, Michel, 
Mmm…, Moonfire Tower, Moss, Mr. Pendergast & 
Mark, Napkin, Neth, Olestruh, On Ramp,Ophelia, 
Opie, Orange & Peter, Paulie, Peat, Peter, Pippin, 
Polly-Andre, Ray, Rick, Rosie Delicious, Sally & 
Nancygirl, Shree, Spiky, Sunil, Symbient, Tara, Tide, 
Tom & David, Tree, Trixie, Twinkle Toes, Twolips, 
Ute, Vine, Waterfall, Wave, Zenya. 
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